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Drones

Drones pose serious threats to civil liberties and
civil rights as these tools invite warrantless
searches.

Police have long used helicopters and other aerial
surveillance to monitor communities of color
across the country. Drones make this easier.

Asheville residents have reported the presence of
police drones at protests and marches, which is a
clear violation of a first amendment protected
activity. Some fear drones are purposely be used
to create a chilling effect: creating fear among
those who wish to make a difference within our
community.

Just like ALPRs, police make use of drone data
behind closed doors meaning that oversight and
accountability systems will always be inadequate
to preventing police for using these tools for
nefarious purposes.
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RTIC/FUSUS

(Real Time Information Center & Fusus surveillance
company based out of Atlanta)

The Asheville City Council
approved using Fusus, owned

by Axon, as the software and
camera system to build out the
city’s real-time intelligence center.

A real-time intelligence center is a place where police
monitor all of the surveillance tools in place in their
jurisdiction. Fusus provides two products to the
police.

First, a software system that integrates all of the
surveillance system into a map where the police can
watch for alerts across the city.

Second, hardware which can integrate security
cameras into the police’s camera network.

This hardware allows private camera owners to
integrate their cameras into the police network,
expanding police surveillance outside of democratic
control.

RTIC/FUSUS

It’s impossible to introduce a real-time information
center and protect Black, brown, poor, trans,
working class, and other communities from being
surveilled by the police. In Ohio, police used Fusus
to intensify surveillance of Black public-housing
residents.

The use of Fusus means that the police will seek
additional surveillance technologies because
Fusus’ power is maximized when more
technologies are integrated into it.

Ultimately, Fusus does not prevent or deter crime
or violence. Fusus and other surveillance tools are
reactive, data-collecting technologies which have
no proven ability to meaningful improve public
safety.

Asheville

Surveillance

A Quick Guide to What is Here in
Our City: ALPRs, Drones, and
FUSUS
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CAMS (Communities Against
Mass Surveillance)
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